SWINBURNE   INDIGNANT

Irishman of distinguished family, Hubert John de
Burgh, poet, scholar and journalist. The floor below
was occupied by Algernon Charles Swinburne. Lestocq
and de Burgh were great entertainers. Their means
were restricted, but not so their high spirits, and their
parties made up in gaiety for what they lacked in mag-
nificence. They were celebrated for their salads.
These were compounded in the wash-basin, a utensil
which, later in the evening, was used for mixing punch.

The company was numerous and varied, and included
such men as Willie Wilde, Pontet the composer, Isaac
Butt, Harry Furniss, W. S. Penley (another Clearing
House clerk), Richard Dane, a barrister, who afterwards
sat as Unionist M.P. for North Fermanagh.

The discussions at these gatherings were not always
carried on in quiet conversational tones. At times they
became tumultuous, and not infrequently the company
would break out into song. Nor was evening the only
time at which this confraternity forgathered. The
peace and decorum of Sunday morning were often dis-
turbed by their harmonious ululations.

At one of these Sabbath morning reunions, the uproar
was so great that it called forth a vigorous protest from
Swinburne down below. This was what had happened.
Penley was at that time a chorister at the Greek Church
and, after the morning service, he had come on to
Lestocq's rooms, where a numerous company had already
assembled. Penley was greeted with loud cheers.
Presently, in obedience to the unanimous and vociferously
expressed demand of those present, he struck up the
Judge's song from Trial by Jury, in which he was then
taking part, Lestocq supplying an accompaniment and
the rest of the party joining with immense gusto in the
Jurymen's Chorus, Now, it appears that the bell wires